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ABSTRACT 



England was 1 of more than 40 countries that took part in 
the Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) survey of 
13 -year-olds . This paper presents background information on the TIMSS and the 
performance assessment element of the study. It also describes how the 
written test and the practical task components relate to the National 
Curriculum orders for mathematics and science in England, and it examines the 
results for students in England on the performance assessment, with reference 
to their strengths and weaknesses and examples of students' responses. In 
England, 450 Year- 9 students (equivalent to the international eighth grade) 
from 50 schools were involved in the performance assessment as part of a 
world-wide sample of about 15,000 students. In all, 12 different performance 
tasks were used: 5 focusing on mathematics, 5 focusing on science, and 2 on 
elements of both. The performance of students in England was above the 
international means for mathematics, science, and overall performance on the 
12 tasks. Of the 19 countries represented in the international TIMSS report, 
English students ranked seventh on the mathematics tasks, second on the 
science tasks, and second on overall results. In light of the relatively poor 
performance of English students on the written mathematics tests of the 
TIMSS, the performance assessment results offer some comfort by indicating 
that there are areas of mathematics in which English students are doing well. 
(Contains 4 tables, 12 figures, and 13 references.) (SLD) 
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